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Senaie uhit backs Bush
afier pledge from Ford

~:. Washington Bureau of The Sun

Washmgton-'rhe Senate
"'Armed Services Committee ap-
proved George Bush’s nomina-
tion to head the Central Intel-
ligence ‘Agency- by a 12-to-4
vote yesterday—but only after
President Ford pledged not to
consider Mr. Bush as a possible
vice presidential candidate.

Opposition to Mr. Bush, a
former ' Republican National
Committee ° chairman, had
grown since confirmation hear-
ings started Monday, and by
Wednesday night the adminis-
tration feared the  nominee
might be rejected on an 8-to-8
committee vote.

The objection, “voiced by
committee Democrats, had
been that Mr. Bush’s political
'background made him ill-suited
:to head an agency-intended to
be independent and non-parti-
sap in its intelligence assess-
ments for the Presxdent and
Congress. -

.Another concern, prxvately
shared by some Republicans,
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E " Colby, dlsmxssed in Mr.
Ford’s government, shakeup
" Noveraber 2, but kept on pend-
" ing the Bush confirmation.
Senator John C. Stennis (D,
Miss.), the Armed Sebces Com-
. mittee chairman, [read Mr.
| Ford’s last-minute ' letter in
which the Pres:den§ said Mr.
Bush had proposed his own
elimination  from |vice pre-
sidential conslderatlci
Mr. Ford had kept the possx-
" bility open when he hamed Mr.
Bush to the CIA post.|
Yesterday, however, he said:
“*1 will not consider Fum as my

rebuilding and seekmg of new'
public confidence, should not be
headed by an official who might
stay only ior about six months.
Mr. Bush had testified he would
not seek political office but
would not turn down the vice
presidential nommatxon if it
came his way.

If he left the CIA post to be
replaced by another Republican-:
appointment, and if the Repub-
licans lost the White House, the
CIA would face the prospect of -
having had three directors in-:
little more than a year. A

The committee endorse-

"INunn (D, Ga.) and Howard W.

vice presidential running mate
in 1976.” That Mr. Bush pro-
posed that course, Mr, Ford ob-
served “says sonethmg of the
man.”

Senator Frank Church (D.,'
Idaho), chairman of the Senate
Select Committee on Intelli-
gence Activities, who had urged
Mr. Bush's rejection, said he:
still 'will vote against him but!
will not lead a “determined
fight to block confirmation.”

Armed Services Committee|

members opposing the nominee
were Senators Thomas J. McIn-
tyre (D., N.H.), John C. Culver
(D., Towa), Gary Hart (D., Col-
0.) and Patrick J. Leahy (D,
Vt.) . Before Mr. Ford’s action
Mr. Bush might also have lost
the votes of Senators Henry M.
Jackson (D, Wash.), Stuart
Symington- (D., Minn.), - Sam

(D.Nev.), = Capitol

Cannon’

ment, following Mr. Ford's :
piedge, apparently assured Mr. ;
Bush of confirmation by the
Senate when it returns in mid-
January from ijts holiday re-
cess. .

The new intelligence chxef.
51, has been United States rep-
resentative ‘in Peking for the
past year and is a former two-
term member of Congress from
Texas. He will replace William

was that the CIA, at a time of
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